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Easter 2015
Palm Sunday and Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. He rides on a donkey and He is greeted by the people waving
palms at Him in welcome. Those in authority are worried that He has come to cause trouble for them with
the Romans who rule that part of the world, so they plot against Him. They know that He is a good man.
That He has healed the sick and has preached love and kindness to all. But in their world, that does not
matter, He is dangerous to them and to their positions. He has to be dealt with.
During this week Jesus would preach openly His message of love and peace in the Temple and would
spend the night on the Mount of Olives. Even though He knew that they were going to seize Him and kill
Him, He did not hide or run away. He kept true to the mission He was given by the Father.
And so, on the Thursday evening, after eating one last meal with the Apostles, He went again to the
Mount of Olives to pray and to wait for those who would take Him. He knew what was about to happen
and along with all who suffer injustice, neglect, needless pain and sorrow, He suffered too in the garden as
He waited. As He prayed in anguish we are told that His sweat fell like great drops of blood. But still He
waited for those who would take Him as though He was a great criminal. They came. He was led away.
The story of what happened next to Jesus is told in the Gospels. A man who was innocent of all crimes and
sin was taken and beaten, mocked and tortured. A man who had only ever taught about the “Love of
God” was hauled up in front of the important people of Jerusalem and questioned as a traitor to the state.
He was taken away, scourged with a whip that tore His skin and finally He was crucified. He was left nailed
to a cross and exposed to the Sun and wind until He died.
We are told that Mary His mother watched this last part of her son’s life. She knew that He was guilty of
nothing that deserved this cruel death. He had brought love and kindness into the World and the Powers
of the World showed what they thought of Him and His message. She saw that and she suffered with Him.
For the disciples all was lost and they hid away. Everyone who really knew Jesus felt the loss of His presence as He died, there was an empty space in their lives where He had been.
Imagine then that you are with the women who went to the tomb in the morning to anoint the body of
your friend. Sadness, shock, despair, a terrible emptiness. But the tomb is empty. There are two angels
waiting there for you. They tell you that the Lord has gone and that you will see Him again soon. How
would you feel now?
If you were Jesus, who would you go to first? We are not told, but would it be
wrong to suppose that it was Mary, His mother? She in the whole world had
known Him the longest. She in the whole world who loved Him the most. Can
you imagine what she would have said to Him, because that is part of the
Easter Story too.
Christ is risen. Jesus was with us as a man. After His resurrection He showed
Himself to his followers as still a man. They could touch Him and they could
eat with Him. But having died, He rose again to life to show us that He is God
and that He did all that He did because He loves us and wants us to be free to
love Him. This Easter 2015 accept His love.
Jesus touch my soul as the Apostles touched your wounds. Light up a fire in me that from this Easter Day
onwards I may always do your will and follow you.
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Easter 2015
Dear Friends
Welcome to this Easter edition of our Parish magazine!
In getting to know Maidenhead a word I hear a lot is ‘regeneration’.
There is no question but that our town is going through a huge process of change. St Joseph’s Parish is not immune to this. The Holy Spirit
speaking through our Holy Father Pope Francis and our own Bishop
Philip Egan is challenging all of us to bring Christ’s message of love
and peace out into the town of Maidenhead and beyond. When we
leave the Church on Sunday we are walking straight in to mission territory. Are you going to accept the Lord’s invitation to use the gifts
and talents you have been given for the sake of the Kingdom? Are
you just going to leave it for someone else to do? The moment of
opportunity is now!
In this edition of our Parish magazine you will find an article on the ‘New Evangelization’ which includes an
input from Bishop Philip Egan. These words are addressed to you personally.
Many thanks to the Editor for collating and putting together this edition of our magazine. Please, we do
want to hear your comments and – most important of all – receive any articles or news items for future
editions.
I wish each and every one of you a Happy and Holy Easter!
God bless!

Fr John Lee
Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia,
For he whom you were worthy to bear, alleluia,
Has risen, as he said, alleluia;
Pray for us to God, alleluia.
Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
For the Lord has indeed risen, alleluia.
God our Father, you give joy to the world by the
resurrection of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Through the prayers of his mother, the Virgin
Mary, bring us to the happiness of eternal life. We
ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Celebration of Holy
Week and Easter
Saturday 28 March 10:00

Mass at St Joseph's

10:40

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Joseph's following 10:00 Mass

18:30

Vigil Mass of Palm Sunday at St Joseph's

Sunday 29 March 08:00

Palm Sunday Mass at St Joseph's

09:15

Palm Mass at St Elizabeth's

10:45

Palm Mass at St Joseph's

Monday 30 March 10:00
Tuesday 31 March 10:00
10:00
Wednesday 01 April 10:00
19:00
Holy Thursday 02 20:00
April 23:00
Good Friday 10:00
03 April 10:00
11:00
15:00
Holy Saturday 10:00
04 April 10:40
20:00
Easter Sunday 08:00
05 April 09:15
10:45

Morning Prayer at St Joseph's
Morning Prayer at St Joseph's
Mass of the Oils at St John’s Cathedral
Portsmouth
Mass at St Joseph's
Stations of the Cross at St Elizabeth's
Mass of the Lord's Supper at St Joseph's
Holy Hour At the Altar of Repose
St Joseph's
Stations of the Cross at St Elizabeth's
Stations of the Cross at St Joseph’s
Walk of Witness, Maidenhead - starts near Sainsbury's
Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion at St Joseph's
Morning Prayer at St Joseph's
Sacrament of Reconciliation at St Joseph's
Easter Vigil at St Joseph's beginning with the blessing of the
Easter Fire
Mass at St Joseph's
Mass at St Elizabeth's
Mass at St Joseph's
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Lenten Liturgy of Reconciliation
Lent is the primary time for celebrating the Sacrament of Penance, because
Lent is the season for baptismal preparation and baptismal renewal. Early
Christian teachers called this sacrament "second Baptism," because it is intended to enable us to start again to live the baptismal life in its fullness. Those
who experience the loving mercy of God in the Sacrament of Reconciliation
should find themselves standing alongside the newly baptized at Easter filled
with great joy at the new life God has given all of us.

Stations of the Cross
As early as the 4th c., Christian pilgrims to the Holy Land would walk the route that Our Lord walked as He
made His way to Golgotha for our salvation. When Muslims captured Jerusalem and it became too dangerous to make this pilgrimage, Christians replicated the sites back home in Europe, and there developed
the "Stations of the Cross" devotion (also known as "Way of the Cross," "Via Dolorosa," or "Via Crucis").
The devotion consists of meditating on 14 events -- that number being fixed in 1731 by Pope Clement XII - which took place during Christ's Passion, from His being condemned to His burial. Franciscans popularized the devotion, which was originally made outside, often along roads to shrines or churches. The Way
of the Cross can still be made outside, of course -- a perfect idea for a Mary Garden -- but is usually made
inside nowadays, especially during the Season of Lent and most especially
on Good Friday.
1st Station: Jesus is condemned to death
2nd Station: Jesus carries His cross
3rd Station: Jesus falls the first time
4th Station: Jesus meets his mother
5th Station: Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus to carry his cross
6th Station: Veronica wipes the face of Jesus
7th Station: Jesus falls the second time
8th Station: Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem
9th Station: Jesus falls a third time
10th Station: Jesus clothes are taken away
11th Station: Jesus is nailed to the cross
12th Station: Jesus dies on the cross
13th Station: The body of Jesus is taken down from the cross
14th Station: Jesus is laid in the tomb

Holy Hour
A holy hour can be done anywhere that you can bring your own self before the presence of God. There are several reasons for recommending that this be done in the
presence of the Blessed Sacrament. The first is that this is an extension of the Eucharist in which Christ gives himself as our Living Bread for our spiritual life. The second
is because it is normally a place without distractions. The third is that in Holy Communion your soul is permeated with God like wax melted into wax. There can be no
deeper presence of God here on earth than the one brought to us in transubstantiation. This is why it called the "Real Presence."
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Easter Poems
Easter - by George Herbert
(1633)
I got me flowers to straw thy way;
I got me boughs off many a tree:
But thou was up by break of day,
And brought thy sweets along with thee.
The Sun arising in the East,
Though he give light, & the East perfume;
If they should offer to contest
With thy arising, they presume.
Can there be any day but this,
Though many Suns to shine endeavour?
We count three hundred, but we miss:
There is but one, and that one ever.

This Life on Earth By Joanna Fuchs
Easter means that this life on earth
is not all there is.
Jesus went "to prepare a place for us"
in His Father’s heavenly mansions
for all eternity.
Jesus died for our sins,
paying our penalty,
so that we could be forgiven.
He was resurrected, to prove
that death has no hold
on those who repent
and accept Him as Saviour.
This life on earth is a prelude
to eternal joy with our Lord.
Easter is a celebration
of our eternal destiny.
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On Easter morn, we celebrate our Savior;
Whatever people seek in Him, they find.
In history, there has never been another
So holy, sacrificial, good and kind.
His resurrection makes us all immortal;
In heaven, we’ll be together with our King.
Eternally we’ll share in all His blessings;
Happy Easter! Jesus Christ is everything!
By Joanna Fuchs

Love - by George Herbert
(1633)
Love bade me welcome: yet my soul drew
back,
Guilty of dust and sin.

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
"Who made the eyes but I?"
"Truth Lord, but I have marr'd them: let my shame

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow
slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,
If I lacked any thing.

Go where it does deserve."
"And know you not," says Love, "who bore the
blame?"
My dear, then I will serve."

"A guest," I answered, "worthy to be
here:"
Love said, "You shall be he."
"I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,
I cannot look on thee."

"You must sit down," says Love, "and taste my
meat:"
So I did sit and eat.
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New Evangelisation
What is at the heart of being a Catholic?
Following Jesus. Like the first disciples we may struggle as we start to try to follow Jesus. We may be
scared. We may not know how to start. We may resist letting God enter certain areas of our lives. Where
can we find the courage, the love, the wisdom, the power to follow Jesus as a disciple? From the same
source as the early Christians - from the Holy Spirit.
Over the next few weeks at St Joseph's we are going to
hear a great deal about New Evangelisation in the Parish.
So, what does it mean? It means change, it means accepting the love of Jesus in your life. It means accepting the
challenge of becoming a real disciple of Jesus. It means not
just doing what we have always done because we have always done things that way. It means going up to Jesus and
saying, “What do you want me to do, Lord?” and being
ready to do it. Many have said that the Church is just ticking over, coasting along. That Catholics are floating around,
treading water but not really going anywhere. Is that what
Jesus wants us to do?
The answer has got to be no. From just listening to the Gospels every week we know that He wants more from us. He
loves us and wants us to love Him back. He wants us to
love those around us and bring back those who have fallen away from Him. Jesus wants us all to experience His love for us and knows that if we do, it will change us forever.
There are those who come to St Joseph’s just to have their children baptised, or just for weddings, or just
for funerals and maybe some times just at Christmas. But they are not seen much in the church at any
other times. They cling to the structures given to them by the Catholic Church, but they do not want to be
involved with Jesus or His work in the Church. And there are many more of us who do come to Mass regularly every week, but again, do not want to become involved with Jesus too closely either. During the Holy
Hour on Sunday 22 March this year for example only some 15 people came to be with Jesus for the hour,
out of the nearly 1,000 members of the parish.
The New Evangelisation is going to call us to be focused on Jesus and His love for each of us. It will show
us that it is no longer enough to go through the motions and then rush out of the church as soon as Mass
is over so that we can go off and do something more interesting. The New Evangelisation is going to highlight the difference between the old way of going through the motions and the new way of becoming focused on Jesus. Of looking at Him and listening to what He has to say to me. Yes, me not us. Jesus knows
us all by name and has an individual plan for each of us.
There are three key features of this New Evangelisation.
1. New Evangelisation calls for a new ardour.
Pope St. John Paul II said we need an evangelisation that is ‘new in its ardour, new in its methods and new
in its expression’. New Evangelisation is therefore about every Christian deepening his or her own faith,
hope and love, and becoming more fired up with a new ardour, a real love for Christ and his Church. Filled
with such enthusiasm, ‘fire in the belly’, a personal-passionate love, one naturally and instinctively
reaches out to others so that they can share the joy it brings.
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2. New Evangelisation is centered on Jesus rather than the structures of the past.
It is basic teaching and preaching focused on the Person of Christ and on discipleship of Him (within his
Body, the Church). It is not the aim to preach about the Church nor to enhance the institutions of the
Church. New Evangelisation will require a new approach to our Christian lives. It recognises that we are
not all the same. We have all been given different gifts and talents which we should use in the Church to
work towards a common goal. Bringing Jesus into our lives and of all those around us.
3. New Evangelisation is thoroughly street-aware, i.e. conscious of today’s culture.
We are Catholics who live in a culture focused on design,
media image, style and entertainment. Yet this culture is also
a corrosively secular, pluralist, culture which seeks to drive
religion out of the public sphere.
In this challenging context, it is important to underline who
we are, i.e. to be able to articulate what is distinctive about
being Catholic, a faith that is utterly ancient and yet thoroughly modern and alternative. We need to witness boldly in
the public domain to Christ and to that which makes us different.
At the same time, we need to make use of the new media
resources and available technologies, for example St Joseph’s website has had over 10,000 hit since it was set up. Email will be used more, to reach parishioners
and perhaps even the use of texting could be explored. And what about Twitter? This means we should
see our Catholic Tradition not as a chest of old treasures to be kept locked away or constantly paraded as
in a living museum, but rather as a tool-box from which things both old and new can be brought out and
pressed into service in order to communicate our message more effectively.
The first steps towards the New Evangelisation have been taken at St Joseph’s when the “Called and
Gifted “ workshop took place in the Parish on 20/21 March . Those who attended learned about the difference between natural talents and the gifts called Charisms. These Charisms are special gifts from God
that will allow you to do amazing things. Charisms are supernaturally
empowered and are focused outwards to enable us to bear results
for the Kingdom of God, above and beyond our normal human abilities.
How do I get hold of these Charisms? You don’t. They are given to
you by the Holy Spirit at Baptism and Confirmation so you may well
already have them. They are for use only as disciples of Jesus. To fulfill the special task He has for you in your life. The New Evangelisation is your opportunity to change. This is your chance to go up to
Jesus, look Him in the eye and say out loud, “What can I do for you
Lord? Help me to understand what you want from me. Why do you
love me? Why should I follow you?”
And when He answers you, be ready. Call on the Holy Spirit to guide
you and help you. Be ready to change. Be ready to use your talents
and Charisms as the Disciples did in spreading the word of Jesus and
the knowledge of His love to the world.
This article contains a passage from - An address by Monsignor Philip Egan, former episcopal vicar for the New
Evangelisation of the Diocese of Shrewsbury - now Bishop of Portsmouth. See EVANGELII GAUDIUM on Page 10
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EVANGELII
GAUDIUM
Pope Francis opens Evangell Gaudium like this:
“The Joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who accept his offer of
salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness. With Christ joy is constantly born
anew. In this Exhortation I wish to encourage the Christian faithful to embark upon a new chapter of evangelization marked by this joy, while pointing out new paths for the Church’s journey in years to come”.
What is this new chapter? The quote below sums up the document well:
“I dream of a 'missionary option', that is, a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that
the Church’s customs, ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and structures can be suitably
channelled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-preservation” .
This is a huge statement. As a Church, we have been in self-preservation mode. We have hidden ourselves
in bunkers and hoped to survive. Pope Francis is calling for our Church to thrive by choosing the missionary option in everything that we do. How do we do this? That’s what the rest of his document is all about.

1.

“The great danger in today’s world, per-

vaded as it is by consumerism, is the desolation
and anguish born of a complacent yet covetous
heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our
interior life becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is no longer room for
others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is no
longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and the desire to do good fades.”
2.

“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this very moment, to a renewed personal encounter with Je-

sus Christ, or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each
day. No one should think that this invitation is not meant for him or her, since “no one is excluded from
the joy brought by the Lord”
3.

“God never tires of forgiving us; we are the ones who tire of seeking his mercy.”

4.

“The Gospel, radiant with the glory of Christ’s cross, constantly invites us to rejoice.”

5.

“There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter. I realize of course that joy is not

expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great difficulty. Joy adapts and
changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved.”
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Here is a summary of the main features of Pope
Francis’s apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium
(The Joy of the Gospel), which was released at the
Vatican.
– With a mix of conversational style and formal papal magisterial
language, Pope Francis sets forth a vision for giving the entire
Church, at every level, a missionary thrust; he anticipates some objections and confusion, but asks everyone to give it a try.
– He calls for renewal and rethinking the way every person and
every institution – from the Pope and the Roman Curia down to the
parish and its parishioners – live their faith and focus their energies.
– The Pope recognises the Church must be realistic about the challenges individuals and the world pose to belief today, but – as a Jesuit – he encourages an Ignatian reading of the situation, looking for
the people, places and trends where God is present. The practice should lead to greater consolation, joy
and courage in sharing the Gospel.
– Pope Francis sees the Christian life as being based on knowing and experiencing God’s love, mercy and
salvation offered to all through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Evangelisation programmes and
catechesis must be designed to help people return to that basic knowledge and experience and help them
understand church teaching in light of God having revealing himself as loving and merciful.
– He apologetically spends a long section of the document talking about the importance of homilies as the
one opportunity each week most priests have to encourage Catholics to live the faith. He provides detailed suggestions on reading the biblical texts for the Mass, writing the homily and delivering it.
– The Pope recognises that some church teachings and positions on modern issues are confusing to many
people, especially outside the church. He affirms Church teaching that women cannot be priests since Jesus chose only men as his apostles, but he also says women must be involved more in Church decision
making. He also insists that the defense of the life of the unborn flows from the conviction that every life is sacred, and is a
position that will not change.
– Pope Francis says that the heart of the Christian moral message is love for one another, which must motivate Christians to
share the Gospel, help the poor and work for social justice.
– He warns of “spiritual worldliness” which leads apparently
good Catholics to be concerned almost exclusively with power
or appearances or judging others rather than recognizing their
own sin and reaching out to others with the same mercy God
offers them.
– The Pope highlights Mary not only as a model of faith and
fidelity, but as a strong woman and mother who shared many
of the joys and sorrows facing people today and, therefore, understands the challenges they face.
The article on this page was first published by the Catholic Herald (Nov 2013)
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Saint Vincent de Paul
Did you know that we have a small Saint Vincent De Paul conference at Saint Joseph's? We serve the
needs of our parishioners but also those of the NHS sick who are regularly referred to us. We would love
lots of new members but everybody seems so busy nowadays!
Do you know anything about Saint Vincent De Paul? He lived towards the end of the 16th century in a tiny
village near the town of Dax in France. He went to a seminary while still an adolescent and was ordained
a priest at a very early age. He knew that all he wanted to do was to serve the poor and while doing so
near Marseilles, he was kidnapped by pirates and forced to be a galley slave. This meant that he was
chained to a team of slaves who were forced to row a fair sized boat (no engines in those days). After
many adventures, he escaped, but he never forgot those among whom he had lived. He successfully lobbied the French Parliament to get galley slaves freed from the chains as they rowed along.
I wonder if some of you remember the Sisters we used to call "Butterfly Nuns", due to their exotic headdress? They were founded by Saint Vincent De Paul. Today, they are well known in this country for their
shelter for the homeless called The Passage, which is just by Westminster cathedral.

The S.V.P., however, was not founded by the Saint himself. It was in the early 19th century that Frederic
Osanam, a professor at the Sorbonne University in Paris, devoted to Saint Vincent De Paul and his work,
was inspired to found groups of volunteers to help those
around them who were less fortunate and down on their luck.
From those first groups - we call them Conferences - there are
now Conferences in 149 countries with 800,000 members.
Here in England, last year, our members made over half a million visits to nearly 80,000 individuals and families and offered
material help on 100,000 occasions.
Frederic Osanam and has been beatified and the calls for his
canonization is progressing. In the meantime would you like
to become a Vincentian? It is a way of life with prayer and
with the possibility of meeting other Vincentians elsewhere in
England and abroad. If so please ring the Parish Office and
leave a message for Pat Cairney
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Blessed Frederic
Ozanam
A man convinced of the inestimable worth of each human being,
Frédéric served the poor of Paris well and drew others into serving the
poor of the world. Through the St. Vincent de Paul Society, his work
continues to the present day.
Frédéric was the fifth of Jean and Marie Ozanam’s 14 children, one of
only three to reach adulthood. As a teenager he began having doubts
about his religion. Reading and prayer did not seem to help, but long
walking discussions with Father Noirot of the Lyons College clarified
matters a great deal.
Frédéric wanted to study literature, although his father, a doctor,
wanted him to become a lawyer. Frédéric yielded to his father’s wishes and in 1831 arrived in Paris to
study law at the University of the Sorbonne. When certain professors there mocked Catholic teachings in
their lectures, Frédéric defended the Church.
A discussion club which Frédéric organized sparked the turning point in his life. In this club Catholics, atheists and agnostics debated the issues of the day. Once, after Frédéric spoke about Christianity’s role in civilization, a club member said: "Let us be frank, Mr. Ozanam; let us also be very particular. What do you do
besides talk to prove the faith you claim is in you?"
Frédéric was stung by the question. He soon decided that his words needed a grounding in action. He and
a friend began visiting Paris tenements and offering assistance as best they could. Soon a group dedicated
to helping individuals in need under the patronage of St. Vincent de Paul formed around Frédéric.
Feeling that the Catholic faith needed an excellent speaker to explain its teachings, Frédéric convinced the
Archbishop of Paris to appoint Father Lacordaire, the greatest preacher then in France, to preach a Lenten
series in Notre Dame Cathedral. It was well attended and became an annual tradition in Paris.
After Frédéric earned his law degree at the Sorbonne, he taught law at the University of Lyons. He also
earned a doctorate in literature. Soon after marrying Amelie Soulacroix on June 23, 1841, he returned to
the Sorbonne to teach literature. A well-respected lecturer, Frédéric worked to bring out the best in each
student. Meanwhile, the St. Vincent de Paul Society was growing throughout Europe. Paris alone counted
25 conferences.
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In 1846, Frédéric, Amelie and their daughter Marie went to Italy; there he hoped to restore his poor
health. They returned the next year. The revolution of 1848 left many Parisians in need of the services of
the St. Vincent de Paul conferences. The unemployed numbered 275,000. The government asked Frédéric
and his co-workers to supervise the government aid to the poor. Vincentians throughout Europe came to
the aid of Paris.
Frédéric then started a newspaper, The New Era, dedicated to securing justice for the poor and the working classes. Fellow Catholics were often unhappy with what Frédéric wrote. Referring to the poor man as
"the nation’s priest," Frédéric said that the hunger and sweat of the poor formed a sacrifice that could
redeem the people’s humanity
In 1852 poor health again forced Frédéric to return to Italy with his wife and daughter. He died on September 8, 1853. In his sermon at Frédéric’s funeral, Lacordaire described his friend as "one of those privileged creatures who came direct from the hand of God in whom God joins tenderness to genius in order
to enkindle the world."
Frédéric was beatified in 1997.

‘For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you gave me drink;
I was a stranger and you made me welcome; naked and you clothed me;
sick and you visited me; in prison and you came to see me';
Then the virtuous will say to Him in reply,
“Lord, when did we see you a stranger and made you welcome;
naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see you?”
And the King will answer,
“insofar as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to
me.”
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The Lantern Project
In 1963, Graham Wilmer joined a Catholic boy’s Grammar School in Chertsey run by a teaching order of
priests. He made good friends and did well in the challenging atmosphere of the Grammar School. A few
years later he was going out with the sister of his best friend from New Malden and all was going well. But
in 1966 a male lay teacher joined the school and set about grooming Graham and eventually forced Graham into a sexual relationship, although Graham was not yet 15.
In 1968, Graham’s best friend died in a tragic accident and Graham was asked by his friend’s parents to be
an Altar Server at the Funeral Mass. To be able to do that and to take Holy Communion, Graham felt he
had to go to Confession. The priest who took Graham’s Confession, another teacher at the school quite
rightly gave absolution, telling Graham that he was the victim and that the adult teacher was to blame.
Graham was asked to repeat what he has said to the priest outside of Confession so that the matter could
be taken to the Headmaster. When confronted, the abusing teacher confessed to what he had done to
Graham and was transferred to another Catholic boy’s school in Battersea. At the end of the school year
with poor GCE results and suffering the trauma of abuse and the death of his best friend, Graham was told
not to return to school by the Headmaster and was left to fend for himself.
In his book, “Devil’s Advocate” Graham describes in detail the horrific effects that the abuse had on his
life. He takes you through some very dark years of a young lost and lonely soul, without guidance, trying
to make sense of Life. He describes how he managed to face up to the demons that were tearing him
apart and to seek justice from those who failed him.
The book makes for very difficult reading. Jesus himself warns against child abuse and suggests the use of
millstones to prevent it. But this book brings hope to those who are still suffering in silence. From his own
experience Graham knows how in adulthood the abuse experienced as a child continues to rip the soul apart. Help is needed to
bring peace back to the damaged child who is now expected to
cope as an adult.
Graham has set up an organisation to help victims of child abuse
who are now grown adults. It is called the Lantern Project. Graham and his team offer space and understanding to those who
need help.
Graham and his team have trail blazed a new way of dealing with
the trauma of child abuse that surfaces in the adult. This deals not
just with the injury done to the child, but also helps the victim to
cope with everyday life - now. It take a holistic approach to the
needs of the victim. This has been adopted by the NHS and other
support agencies.
In 2014, the work done by Graham and the Lantern Trust was
recognised when Graham was presented with the MBE by His
Royal Highness the Prince Charles, for Services to Survivors and
Victims of Abuse.
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The Lantern Project

is a registered charity, based in Wallasey, Merseyside.

Graham Wilmer, an adult survivor of childhood sexual abuse himself, founded the organisation originally
under the name ‘Victims No Longer’ in October 2000. In April 2003, with the support of fellow survivor,
David Williams, the organisation was registered by the Charity Commission for England and Wales, and
changed its name to the Lantern Project on 5 December 2003. The Lantern Project currently has 5 trustees
and more than 800 members. The Lantern Project is also a member of the Survivors Trust and BACP.
What we do
The organisation was set up to provide care, support and information for victims of childhood sexual
abuse, in Wirral, Merseyside and the surrounding regions, to help improve their lives and the lives of their
families. Using our own comprehensive understanding and experiences of the impact of childhood sexual
abuse, we have developed a specialised therapeutic model, comprising counselling, information and practical support, with which we are able to help victims learn how to come to terms with what happened to
them, and how to deal with the consequences and impact of the abuse they suffered. Our key objective is
to help them to progress from being a victim to becoming a survivor, work which requires ongoing support for several years in most cases.
How we work
We provide therapeutic peer support counselling, advocacy and practical help at our premises in Wirral,
and through out-reach work. We also provide support by phone, e-mail and through our website. We also
write and produce survival guides and information films, and we operate an interactive survivors’ forum
through our web site (www.lanternproject.org.uk), which is accessed on average 70,000 times every
month. The web site contains over 10,000 pieces of information, covering all aspects of abuse and its impact, helpful to survivors and professionals alike.
Who we help
Since the Lantern Project was established, we have provided on-going counselling and support to more
than 2,000 individual victims of abuse, both male and female, aged between 16 and 65, who have made
contact with us, either through the our web site, or as referrals
from local NHS GP practices, Social Services, the Prison Service,
the Probation Service, Drug and Alcohol services, sheltered
housing associations, schools and Merseyside Police.
If you would like to know more about the work of the Lantern
Trust please click on the link to their website www.lanternproject.org.uk
Or if you feel in need of the support that can be given by the
Lantern Trust you can contact them directly at 168, Seabank Road, Wallasey, Wirral CH45 1HG or phone them
0151 630 6956. Please leave a message if they are not able to
take your call at the time, and they will call you back as soon as
they are able to.
Their email address is: lanternproject@yahoo.co.uk.
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Assisted Dying
ASSISTED DYING – THE LAST FRONTIER
Maybe it’s because of my Catholic background, maybe as a consequence of my experience of almost forty
years as a Social Worker and perhaps as a result of my own encounters with the dying, that I have always
instinctively been opposed to the idea of assisted dying. This instinct was re-enforced when I heard, and
later read, the pastoral letter of Mark, Bishop of Plymouth, which is included in this edition of our magazine.
My parents both lived into their nineties. My mother hated being old and frail and, towards the end, she
woke in the middle of the night and cried out to God, calling on him to take her. My Father belonged to an
organisation called Dignity in Dying and I was grateful for this when I was asked, by the Doctor, whether I
would wish him to be resuscitated. His wishes were clear; he did not wish his life to be unnaturally prolonged. There is a world of difference between a life being allowed naturally to end and a decision to prematurely terminate it.
An experience that will stay with me for the rest of my life is the memory of a funeral I attended for someone whom I was trying to help. She had died, in her thirties, as a consequence of asphyxiation on her own
vomit, a by-product of excessive alcohol consumption. It was a pauper’s funeral, known locally as the
“nine o’clock trot”. I was shocked to see three hearses drawn up, queuing – not a mourner between them.
The Deacon, who was presiding, approached me saying, “I’m terribly sorry, I didn’t know there were any
relatives, can you tell me something about her?” “Don’t worry”, I replied, I am just the Social Worker. No,
I’d like to be able to say a few words, she replied. I wasn’t sure whether this was for her benefit or mine.
Similar feelings are engendered by watching the programme “Heir Hunters”, which deals with the search
for relatives of people who have died leaving an unclaimed legacy. One is struck by how isolated and
friendless many of these people were in life – we wouldn’t be hearing about them at all were

money

not involved. The point I am making is, that we need to be concerned about the quality of people’s lives
and the part we, as individuals and as a community play in making life worth living.
The supporters of the current Assisted Dying proposals, currently before Parliament, emphasise the notion of “personal choice”, a mantra evermore repeated since the days of Mrs Thatcher. Personal choice,
where it exists, comes within a context, which shapes it. I have major reservations about the context surrounding the practice of assisted dying. During my years as a Social Worker I encountered many people
who were not claiming the Social Benefits to which they were entitled.
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They often expressed the view that they “didn’t want to be a burden” and this is almost becoming a social
norm. Indeed there is a growing obsession with work – if I hear one more politician talk about “hard working people and their families”, I shall scream! This leads to a dominant discourse, which differentiates between productive and, supposedly, unproductive people, valuing the former to the detriment of the latter
This narrow economic view of the value of life is in evidence elsewhere in our lives. The N.H.S. has been
measuring Quality of Life and factors in that calculation when clinical decisions are being made. Haven’t
we all noticed the increasing role of the mis-named, Nation Institute for Clinical Excellence (N.I.C.E.) in
deciding which drugs and treatments should be available. These decisions are ever more and transparently concerned with issues of cost, as the political classes more confidently advance the notion of the
need for austerity. Were you as dismayed as I was at the delay in agreeing to fund a vaccine for the prevention of meningitis?
These are the realities of the context in which assisted dying is being proposed. Having declared people to
be unproductive it is a short jump to declare them surplus to requirement and the really clever thing is to
persuade the intended victims of the efficacy of this argument, thus encouraging them to take the necessary steps.....
Whether or not one accepts the dangers of any proposals for legalising assisted dying I would echo the
words of Bishop Mark, “We must work with such individuals to promote a culture of life” and this must
transcend the narrow confines of economic productivity. There is much to do and the defeatist arguments
for assisted dying are in no way part of that vision.
Chris Palme
25.3.2015

The pastoral letter of Mark, Bishop of Plymouth - July 2014
My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The Bishops of England of Wales agreed that
we would write to our dioceses about a very
important matter. Next Friday in the House
of Lords there will be a debate about a proposed new law, tabled by Lord Falconer. This
law would allow doctors to supply lethal
drugs to people whom they have diagnosed
as terminally ill, and whom they believe to
have six months or less to live, so that these
drugs can be used for purposes of suicide.
This is effectively physician-assisted suicide
even if the supporters of the bill call it by the
less shocking term “Assisted dying”.
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The pastoral letter of Mark, Bishop of Plymouth - continued
In today’s reading from the letter to the Romans, St Paul speaks of the ‘groaning’ of the whole of creation,
as “we wait for our bodies to be set free.” I have often thought of that text in accompanying those who
are dying. St Paul also reminds us that the sufferings of this present life “can never be compared to the
glory, as yet unrevealed, which is waiting for us.” Our experience of death and dying take place against
our belief in a transcendent horizon; we believe that every person is made for God and called to be with
Him forever.
Our faith teaches us that all human life is sacred. Respecting life means that every person must be valued
for as long as they live. Whilst we believe every person should be given appropriate treatment in their suffering we do not always use extraordinary means to extend life at all costs. At the same time it is not acceptable to deliberately put an end to the lives of the disabled, of the sick or of dying people. The Catechism of the Church reminds us of this when it says, “It is God who remains the sovereign master of life.
We are the stewards, not owners of the life God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to dispose of.”
The new bill marks a very serious moment for our country. It raises serious questions about what sort of
society we want to be. Especially of concern is whether we will continue to promote a proper care of the
dying, and of those who are vulnerable through disability or age.
If this bill were to become law, it would change our society dramatically. We need only look at the meteoric rise in deaths from euthanasia and assisted dying in countries like Belgium and the Netherlands,
which introduced this legislation several years ago. Belgium has pioneered the taking of organs from those
who have died in this way and more recently demanded that the law be changed to allow voluntary
euthanasia of children as well as adults. It has seen some extraordinary individual cases – euthanasia for
anorexia nervosa, euthanasia for someone who regretted gender reassignment, euthanasia of twin brothers who feared losing their sight.
Supporters of the bill will say that these cases are not possible under the proposed law in our country. Yet
the history of such legislation shows that once permission is given for one set of circumstances it will soon
be extended. We should not only be concerned about this “slippery slope” in the proposed law. Nor
should supporters of the bill try to see our opposition as a merely religious matter. The deeper question is
the inherent dignity of every person, especially in relation to those who are disabled, elderly or vulnerable. If, as a society, we facilitate suicide for certain categories of people – in this case those who are terminally ill – but seek to prevent suicide of others - the healthy and the young - then what we are ultimately saying is that some lives are less worthy than others.
Those who argue for a change in the law say it is about dying not about other vulnerable people. However, in framing their arguments, they appeal not to the reality of someone’s approaching death. They
speak rather about the alleged indignity of being dependant on another, or of reduced mental capacity, or
the fear of being a practical or financial burden on family and friends. But to say, as a society, that these
are intolerable would ultimately to condemn every disabled, elderly and vulnerable person. It would open
the flood gates and put huge pressure on these individuals, too, to seek such ‘assisted dying’. It would
make many of us feel insecure about our future and whether we, too, would be pressured not to be a burden.
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Those who argue for a change in the law say it is about dying not about other vulnerable people. However, in framing their arguments, they appeal not to the reality of someone’s approaching death. They
speak rather about the alleged indignity of being dependant on another, or of reduced mental capacity, or
the fear of being a practical or financial burden on family and friends. But to say, as a society, that these
are intolerable would ultimately to condemn every disabled, elderly and vulnerable person. It would open
the flood gates and put huge pressure on these individuals, too, to seek such ‘assisted dying’. It would
make many of us feel insecure about our future and whether we, too, would be pressured not to be a burden.
This country has such a rich tradition of care for the dying. We should invest more in such care. Thankfully
modern medicine, too, can deal with most forms of physical pain and distress. We all have the greatest
compassion for someone in mental anguish who takes their own life. The law already has the discretion to
deal compassionately and sensitively with the difficult case where someone, after repeated pleading, has
reluctantly helped a loved one to end his or her life. That is a totally different situation from a statesponsored licensing system for assisted dying.
The proposed legislation poses real threats to the equality of all people and the ongoing need of end-oflife care in our society. It is good to see that those opposed to a change in the law includes a diverse group
of medical professionals (especially but not only from the field of palliative care), disability rights organisations, pro-life groups and faith communities, as well as individual activists, researchers, carers and a range
of other concerned people.
We must work with such individuals to promote a culture of life rather than in promoting a sense of hopelessness for people in very difficult circumstances. Always we must seek to protect those who are most
vulnerable, especially the terminally ill, the disabled and the elderly. We must treasure and value these
individuals among us. If you felt able I would be grateful if you wrote to your local MP or to a Member of
the House of Lords, expressing your concern about the proposed bill.
Especially, I ask for your prayer at this time that we will show, as a society, that we cherish life in all its
vulnerability by rejecting this proposed legislation.
I thank you for your attention and I ask you to remember me in your prayers.
Yours devotedly,
Rt Rev Mark O’Toole
Bishop of Plymouth
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Maidenhead
Foodshare
ST MATTHEW’S GOSPEL, 25:34
Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave
me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and
you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in
prison and visited you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these
who are members of my family, you did it to me.’
Maidenhead Foodshare is a voluntary organisation that obtains support from the churches, synagogues, temples and
mosques in the Maidenhead area and aims to provide food for people in need, in our local area. The people who are
able to obtain food from the Maidenhead Foodshare Foodbank are carefully vetted by Social Services or the Citizens’ Advice Bureaux as being in need and in danger of not having food to eat. They are provided with vouchers.
These vouchers can be redeemed for bags of food at our central office or at other collection points around the town.
I joined Foodshare a couple of years ago and found myself as part of a chain of volunteers. Food was collected from
drop points around the town by one group and brought into the central store. Here food was sorted by other volunteers into three sections. Breakfast items which included milk, tea, coffee and sugar were on one set of racks. Another rack held pasta, rice and sauces and a third rack contained tinned goods. My part of the chain was to pack plastic bags with the food which was to be delivered to collection points around the town. Each person would receive
three bags of food, one from each set of shelves.
This system worked well until the number of families needing help from Foodshare when through the 50 mark. At
this point the main organisers of Foodshare had to change things and now the people we help can come to us with
their vouchers and collect the food for themselves from the central point in King Street, Maidenhead. The number of
families seeking help from Foodshare is approaching 90 (April 2014).
Recently, Sainsbury’s in Maidenhead agreed to hand over fresh food that was nearing its sell by date. Normally this
food would be dumped as not being fit to sell in their shop. But this food has many days of life left in it. Now volunteers collect the food three evenings a week and take it to
the central point where it is available to be collected by
families on Saturdays. The vegetables that Sainsbury's’
donate to us are also used by the Foodshare cooks who
provide Community meals and school breakfast clubs during term time.
At St Joseph's on a Thursday evening, Foodshare provides
an evening meal for the homeless and the hungry. Around
20 guests come every week and are served a three course
meal. No questions are asked, everyone is welcome.
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People can come in, sit down and be served. Front of house volunteers are encouraged to sit with the guests and talk
to them. For some of our guests, this might be the first person who has shown any interest in talking to them for a
long time. Meanwhile, in the kitchen, the cooks and kitchen volunteers are working hard, getting teas and coffees for
the guests, plating up the food and doing the washing up.
Foodshare volunteers work with the Salvation Army in East Road to provide soup, sandwiches, fruit and cakes to
those in need on Monday and Friday evenings. There are a number of regulars, guests who come every week. But
last February a young man appeared who had no money. He had walked all the way from Slough because he had
heard that there was food available from us. He was very hungry and desperate. For many homeless people this service is especially important as the Salvation Army provide washing facilities and fresh clothes as well as food. In the
winter the needs is for warm coats, in the summer the need is usually for waterproof clothing.
As I mentioned at the start of this article, the food we give out is donated by the ordinary people of Maidenhead. In
St Joseph’s there is a food donation box at the back of the church. And there are many more boxes around the town
where people can leave donations of food. But to meet the growing need for help we have started regular collections in the main supermarkets in town at weekends. I know how annoying it is having people pestering you for
money when you are out shopping. So, we would rather you bought an extra can of something along with your shopping and gave it to us as you leave the shop.
There are also a number of generous people in town who donate money to Foodshare. There are times when our
shelves become empty. These donations allow us to buy in food to load up our shelves again.
Is there really a need for this sort of thing in
Maidenhead? Maidenhead is after all a rather
well off town we are told. Well, the answer is
yes. There are always those who fall through the
cracks and need help, but things are changing in
Maidenhead. In Foodshare we have found that
the number of people in Maidenhead who need
help is rising. These are people like us, many in
work, who just cannot afford to pay all their bills,
feed their children and have money left over to
feed themselves. And by going hungry, they are
less able to help themselves.
We are not there to judge, we are there to try to help.
If you would like to help see our web site for more details.
http://www.openkitchen.org.uk/foodshare.html And to all of you who already help, thank-you.
This article is repeated from last
Easter’s magazine by request of a
number of Parishioners.
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Fr John’s Silver Jubilee Mass
Sunday 1st March 2015.

Fr John enters the church from the Sacristy.
Behind him is the Lady Chapel and part of the
Youth Choir .

Fr John welcomes the parishioners, his friends and family
who are attending the special Mass. Behind him is the
main Altar. You can also see something of the newly restored floor.

Above: Fr John begins the opening prayers of his Silver
Jubilee Mass.
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As a new parish Priest to
Maidenhead, Fr John reads
out his Promise of Fidelity to
the Parish. The book containing the promise is being held
by Terry Boland. In the background Fr Liam of the Mill Hill
Missionaries witnesses the
Promise.

The Official Signing of
the Promise of Fidelity, again officially
witnessed by Fr Liam.

Fr Liam countersigns the
Promise,
whilst
Terry
Boland watches on.

25

Fr John concelebrates his Silver
Jubilee Mass with priests from
the Mill Hill Missionaries

The St Joseph’s Choir and Youth
Choir take Holy Communion, whilst
the rest of the Congregation wait.

After Mass, the St Joseph’s Choir gathered before the
Altar and gave a special performance of Vivaldi’s Gloria,
led by the Choir Master, Ben Muggerage, seen in the

26

Mass is over. The Mill Hill Missionaries lead
Fr John from the Altar and back into the
Sacristy to get changed and ready for the
calibration in the Parish Centre.

Fr John cuts the cake made to celebrate his Silver Jubilee.

Fr John with his mother and father who
have come to the Parish for the celebration
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The Samaritans 2015
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The Samaritans 2015
What happens when you call us and need someone to listen?
1. A volunteer will always answer
If you phone us, we answer with something like ‘Samaritans, can I help you?’
With text, email, letter and face-to-face visits, how we respond to you depends on what you say.
2. You talk, we listen
We listen to you and help you talk through your concerns, worries and troubles.
We’ll focus on your thoughts and feelings rather than going into the details, so we may ask questions to
help explore how you feel.
Most people aren't suicidal
One of the questions we'll ask might be about whether you're suicidal. By asking the question, we’re just
giving you the space to talk about these feelings if you want to.
Most people who contact us are not suicidal.
How does focusing on feelings help?
You'll be able to see things more clearly. You'll be able
to think much more clearly about what your options are.
Sometimes people need to cry or show how angry they
are at life, or go over their thoughts and feelings several
times to make sense of them, and that’s fine. We're there
for as long as you need us.
We won’t tell you what you should do.
We won’t make decisions for you, and we'll support the
decisions you make.
You are the expert on your own life. Our advice or opinions are not important.
If you want specific advice, we may be able to give you
contact details for organisations that specialise in helping
with a problem you may have.
It’s not about us
We won’t talk about ourselves, even if you ask us to.
We’re there to give you time, space and support – you
don’t need to ask how we are, or give us time in return.
We don’t impose any personal attitudes or beliefs on you.
We’re not religious. The link between our name and any
religious text is completely coincidental.
3. Ending the conversation
You can end the conversation when you’re ready to.
There's no limit on how many times you can get in touch
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Resumes of Apostles
If Jesus had used modern recruiting methods, things might have turned out differently. Fortunately, He
knew His Apostles before He called them. Thanks to Pauline Allen for this article.

To: Jesus, Son of Joseph
Woodcrafter’s Carpenter Shop
Nazareth 25922
From: Jordan Management Consultants
Dear Sir:
Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for managerial positions in your
new organization. All of them have now taken our battery of tests; and we have not only run the results
through our computer, but also arranged personal interviews for each of them with our psychologist and
vocational aptitude consultant.
The profiles of all tests are included, and you will want to study each of them carefully.
As part of our service, we make some general comments for your guidance, much as an auditor will include some general statements. This is given as a result of staff consultation, and comes without any additional fee.
It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are lacking in background, education and vocational
aptitude for the type of enterprise you are undertaking. They do not have the team concept. We would
recommend that you continue your search for persons of experience in managerial ability and proven
capability.
Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely no qualities of
leadership. The two brothers, lames and John, the Sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above company loyalty. Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale. We feel
that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Greater Jerusalem Better Business
Bureau; James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely have radical leanings, and they both reeistered a high score on the manic-depressive scale.
One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and resourcefulness, meets
people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in high places. He is highly motivated, ambitious,
and responsible. We recommend Judas Iscariot as your controller and righthand man. All of the other profiles are self-explanatory.
We wish you every success in your new venture.
Sincerely,
Jordan Management Consultants
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Catenian Association
Maidenhead
St Joseph's is home to a Circle of the Catenian Association.
The Catenian Association is an international body of proudly Catholic laymen who meet at least once a
month in local units called Circles, to enjoy each other's company and thereby strengthen their family life
and faith through friendship. It is open to practicing Catholic laymen from the age of 21 years.
The Catenian Association is non political and is not a Catholic Action organisation, but it is an organisation
for active Catholics. Many members of the Association are involved with the Church, particularly as Readers and Eucharistic Ministers and also as governors of Catholic schools, or involved with Diocesan education committees. Members are drawn from a wide range of experience. Many have a business or professional background, some are self employed, while others have a teaching, health service or other public
service background. Many have no formal qualifications.
The Catenians raise funds to support a wide span of charities and interests, at a local, national or International level raising in excess of £250.000 each year. The Association has two charities: “The Benevolent
and Children’s Fund” for its own members and their dependents, and the Bursary Fund which helps young
Catholics aged 16 to 24 who are to take part in community-based projects at home and abroad, which
have a clear benefit for others as well as for the participant. Applicants for grants from the Bursary Fund
do not need to have any connection to a member of the Catenian Association. In addition, Presidents of
Circles and Provinces usually raise funds for a nominated charity during their term of office.
We offer prayers at our meetings and have Masses for special intentions, for example for our deceased of
for vocations. We support vocations financially as well.
Our many Social Events involve our familes and build long lasting friendships. Widows and their families
are also actively invloved.
If you would like to find out more please contact us at maidenhead@thecateniansprovince8.com
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And finally, some children’s prayers

Dear GOD, - In school they told us what You do. Who does it when You are on vacation? -Jane
Dear GOD - I read the Bible. What does begat mean? Nobody will tell me. Love, Alison
Dear GOD - Did you mean for the giraffe to look like that or was it an accident? -Norma
Dear GOD - Instead of letting people die and having to make new ones, why don't You just keep

the ones You have now? -Jane
Dear GOD, - Who draws the lines around the countries? -Nan
Dear GOD - I went to this wedding and they kissed right in church. Is that okay? -Neil
Dear GOD - If You watch me in church Sunday, I'll show You my new shoes. -Mickey D.
Dear GOD -Please send me a pony. I never asked for anything before, You can look it up. -Bruce
Dear GOD - I think the stapler is one of your greatest inventions. -Ruth M.
Dear GOD - Of all the people who work for You I like Noah and David the best. -Rob
Dear GOD - I didn't think orange went with purple until I saw the sunset you made on Tuesday.

That was cool! -Eugene
Dear GOD - You don't have to worry about me. I always look both ways . -Dean
Dear GOD - I want to be just like my Daddy when I get big but not with so much hair all over .
-Sam
Dear GOD - I would like to live 900 years like the guy in the Bible. Love, Chris
Dear GOD - Thank you for the baby brother, but what I prayed for was a puppy. -Joyce
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