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Editorial
Welcome to the second edition of the on line magazine of St Joseph’s Parish, Maidenhead. For those parishioners who
do not have access to the Internet, paper copies are available from the Parish Office. Please contact Carolyn who will
print off a hard copy for you.
When I started putting this magazine together some months ago using the theme of Advent and 2014 St Joseph’s Centenary, I put out the word that I was looking for articles to help fill the empty pages. Weeks came and went and when
the first target deadline approached and there was very little to see. So, I reviewed the situation and set a new target
deadline of the first Sunday in Advent and asked again for articles. And as that deadline approached, things were not
much better. “Lord,” I said, “this Magazine it is going to happen. It will be publish on the Second Sunday of Advent!”
Well, here I am, three days away from the Second Sunday of Advent and our Magazine is still in a sorry state. I am a
great one for praying and so I said to the Lord, “Jesus I have had so many promises of help I could have filled an encyclopaedia. But when it comes to it, they are too busy to make good on their promises.”
“Tell Me about it,” said Jesus. “I hear that one all the time. They don’t mean any harm, they just get distracted.”
“What can I do Lord? I am determined to get the Magazine out for next Sunday.”
“Well if today’s parishioners won’t help you, how about getting parishioners from the past to give you a hand? After all
you are running a historical theme to this edition. Have look at the previous Parish Magazines. See what you can use
from them.”
So, inspired by the Lord, I have raided the Parish Magazines from ten or more years ago. But, maybe if you put your
mind to it you could start writing something for the Easter Edition 2015?
How do you write an article? Well, imagine that you have a good friend who has gone to live in a far away country and
you want to tell them about something you are doing here in Maidenhead. Sit down and start writing to your friend.
Once that blank sheet of paper has gone away, there will be no stopping you. On the other hand, you could just send
me your material and I will put it together into an article for you.
This edition is the Advent Edition - The word Advent is from the Latin adventus for "coming" and is associated with the
four weeks of preparation for Christmas. Advent always contains four Sundays, beginning on the Sunday nearest the
feast of St. Andrew the Apostle, (November 30) and continuing until December 24. It blends together a penitential
spirit, very similar to Lent, a liturgical theme of preparation for the Second and Final Coming of the Lord, called the
Parousia, and a joyful theme of getting ready for the Bethlehem event.
We have just completed the month of November, the month when the Church on Earth, prays for the Church in Purgatory. It is amazing to think that your single prayer for a loved one in Purgatory will speed them on their journey back to
the presence of God. So, now that November is over, please continue to use this wonderful gift from God and continue
to pray for the souls in Purgatory.
This year saw the centenary of the consecration of St Joseph’s Church in Maidenhead. In this magazine you will find a
selection of photographs of how St Joseph has developed since its building in 1888.
Happy Christmas (2014)
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Fr Tom Advent 2006
Welcome to our Advent edition of the parish magazine (2006). My thanks for all
the hard work that has been put into preparing this issue. I hope that in reading it
you will get some insight into the life and work of the Parish. We are fortunate in
having such an active parish in which so many people are involved in doing so
many different things to make St Joseph’s Parish very special. However, like all
communities we do not fulfill all our hopes which will leave some people disappointed.
Our new Pastoral Area is now in place. We have the task of making this Pastoral
Area an active supportive working unit. A small start was made when a few weeks
ago we had the first exchange of priests. This is a move for priests and people to
get to know each other. This will enable us to think more in terms of Pastoral Area
and how we can support each other and work together. We have a planning
group looking at the documentation and deciding what we can do in the immediate future and in the long term. We
are living in a changing world and we need to realise that the rate of change will not stop
This autumn we have see the arrival of the first of the Mill Hill Community, most of them will be here by the end of the
year. I am sure that you all join with me in saying “welcome”. I hope that St Josephs Maidenhead will become a home
from home for them from St Josephs Mill Hill. I realize from those I have met so far that the Mill Hill Community will
enrich our Parish in many ways. The loss of St Elizabeth’s room to the Parish has caused some disruption and inconvenience especially to Children’s Liturgy. But I hope that in time we will be able to adapt to the new situation. I would like
to stress that the Parish Centre is there for the use of the Parish and all any group needs to do if they wish to use the
Centre is to book it up in good time. It would help if we had all the dates in from the beginning of the year. This would
save a lot of disappointment
One thing that I do know is that the members of the council have worked very hard to make the council work. It does
become very difficult when the council is short of numbers, more work falls on fewer people and then the burden becomes too much. So we need more members. We have also had a look at the constitution and decided that the period
of three years is maybe too short because it does not give the members enough time to settle in and make a contribution to the working of the council. In spite of these difficulties we do need to continue to work at making the council
function.
Many people ask me how I cope with being Parish Priest of St Josephs and being Vicar General of the Diocese. The only
answer that I can give is that I cope with difficulty. I have not yet mastered the art of being in two places at the one
time. So I try and do my best. Very often I am away from the Parish up to two days a week which means that I have
less time and energy in the Parish. I hope that people will understand if I am less available
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a peaceful and blessed Christmas.
Mgr Tom McGrath
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Welcome Fr John
Priests Can’t Win from an article in The Tablet
From the Parish Magazine 2005
Our columnist Fr Daniel O’Leary bade an emotional farewell to his St Wilfrid’s Church, Ripon, last weekend when he stood down
as parish priest.
Looking back on his parish life, Fr O’Leary comments how it has been difficult to please everyone and has come up with a priest’s
lament compiled from the grumbles chronicled in many a parish newsletter.
“If a priest preaches over ten minutes; he’s long winded; if his homily is short, he didn’t prepare it. If he visits his parishioners, he’s
a nosy nuisance; if he doesn’t he’s a selfish snob.
If he says something new, he’s a dangerous radical; if he doesn’t, he’s a stuck-in-the-mud conservative. If he’s working away, he’s
in Scotland playing golf.
If he allows sinners to Communion, he’s disobeying church teaching; if he stops them, he’s disobeying Jesus’ teaching. If he
preaches with passion, he’s an actor; if he doesn’t, he’s a bore.
If he wants to re-order the church, he’s upsetting people; if he doesn’t, he’s not moving with the times. If he dies, there was nobody like him, and there will never be anyone like him again.”
Fr O’Leary concludes, “So pity the poor priest!” But he adds that St. Wilfrid’s parishioners have been remarkably understanding
and forgiving.
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Apostleship of the Sea
In a little over an hour from our parish, you will
find yourself on the South coast. And though we
would be aware of the names of the ports such
as Portsmouth, Portland, Fawley and Southampton, we may be unaware of the thousands of
seafarers who visit each year and what they face
in their occupations.
Roger Stone, port chaplain in Southampton, who
joined Apostleship of the Sea after leaving his job
with HM Revenue and Customs, says that he has
had to deal with some very difficult situations.
On one occasion he was called on to minister to
crew on a cruise ship after a young seafarer took
his own life. Another time, he counseled crew
members following the sudden death of one of
their colleagues.
‘Life on board is difficult for seafarers because they're away from home for so long - typically nine months, working
hard and long hours every day. When something sad happens all sorts of other issues come out and that's when I listen
even more intently.
‘Seafarers often endure prison-like conditions until their contract ends, afraid to say anything. It's really stressful for
them, living in constant stress of fear and anxiety.’
Chaplains are often asked to mediate in disputes over pay or conditions. When a ship was arrested off the west coast
of Scotland, Richard Haggerty, port chaplain to the River Clyde, was asked to get involved.
‘The captain said that they would be leaving the next day after my visit. Two days later I received a call from the engineer to say that they were at anchor and were going nowhere.
‘Apart from the deficiencies of the vessel, the crew
had not been paid and they were refusing to take the
vessel to another port for repairs, as the company
wanted them to sail out of British territorial waters.
‘I was in regular contact with the crew and the union
became involved. Eventually the situation was resolved and the crew were paid their money, and all
turned home.’

re-

Seafaring has always been a dangerous occupation,

of

course, as the sinking of the cruise ship Costa Concordia illustrates. But an increasing danger at sea today

i s

pirates.
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According to the International Maritime
Bureau Piracy Reporting Centre in Kuala
Lumpa, 67 incidents have been reported
this year and 100 seafarers taken hostage. While most attacks have been off
the coast of Somalia, piracy is now becoming a problem elsewhere. In January
pirates killed a captain and chief engineer on a cargo ship in the Gulf of
Guinea. On February 28 pirates opened
fire on a ship off the coast of Nigerian
and took two seafarers hostage.
Sister Marian Davey, chaplain to the
ports in East Anglia, says, ‘Over the last two years or so I have had many conversations with seafarers who have had to
experience the anxiety and fear of sailing through piracy waters as the ship makes it's way to deliver its cargo to European ports.
‘A few months ago I spent some time with a crew in Felixstowe whose ship had been threatened by pirates. One pirate
attempted to climb onboard, but fell off, as the captain made a series of movements with the ship, causing him to lose
his grip.
‘Meanwhile there was a speedboat full of pirates with
a lot of weapons ready to fire at the ship. In this case,
it ended well, as the ship was able to speed away
from the scene and out of reach of their guns.
‘When the ship arrived in Felixstowe three weeks later
quite a few of the Filipino crew were still recovering
from the experience. But they said they had no choice
but to get on with the next stage of the voyage. They
know that they have to go to sea. If they don’t, their
family back home will not be able to survive.’
For more information about the work of the Apostleship of the Sea visit www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk
Our parish is proud to support the Apostleship of the
Sea each July on Sea Sunday.
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Music at St Joseph’s (2005)
Last month, Ben Muggridge (the Choir Director) and I (Lisa Matthews, leader of Folk Group) had a meeting with Paul
Inwood, the Diocesan Musical Director, about music in the Liturgy at St. Joseph’s. Ben and I wanted some advice about
making best use of the music at the Sunday 10.45 am Mass as well as keeping in line with the diocesan guidelines. It
was a really successful meeting which gave us both ideas on how to move our respective groups forward. One of the
things we discussed was which ‘parts of the Mass’, the Gloria, Agnus Dei etc. should be sung and which parts said. As a
general guide, this is what Paul recommended to be sung in order of priority.
The Psalm is a song and should always be sung if possible. The refrain is there to help the congregation reflect on what
is being heard.
The Sanctus (Holy Holy) is a hymn of praise to God and the priest asks us to join the angels and saints in proclaiming
God’s glory.
The Eucharistic Acclamation (Christ has died) and the Great Amen (the Amen at the end of the Eucharistic prayer)
are also important proclamations and should, if possible, be sung by the congregation.
The Gloria (as long as it is not during Advent or Lent) should be sung, as it again praising God.
The Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) is also a beautiful prayer to be sung before communion.
The Kyrie (Lord have mercy) being a more sombre prayer could be sung when the Gloria is not. The Kyrie is a penitential prayer and the Gloria a hymn of praise and to go straight from one into the other can be rather confusing!
There are no hard and fast rules, but Ben and I would like to put some of these ideas into practice over the coming
months. We are also going to liaise much more so that we can try and plan the liturgy for the seasons in the church’s
calendar.
Now we need your help! In order to have a choir or a folk group, we need
members to come and play or sing. The folk group only rehearses on the
day of the Mass at 10.OOam and music is provided. Lots of people say
“I’m not good enough, I’m only on grade 1....” My reply is” Come and try..
.play one note in every bar this time and next time you’ll be able to play
two! It is brilliant for sight-reading practice too. The choir meets for a
practice once a week on a Monday evening. it is a really friendly group
and they would encourage anyone who enjoys singing to come and have
a go.
If you are interested at all, then ring Lisa or Ben on .
And remember, as St. Augustine said ‘when one sings, one prays twice.”
Lisa Matthews.
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Prayer - for the Holy Souls
Remembering the Holy Souls all Year Long Mark the seasons with devotions for the Holy Souls in
Purgatory. by Susan Tassone
The souls in purgatory are silent voices that beg and implore our help. They suffer day and night 24/7, 365 days a year,
without any relief. They are forever crying out to the living, “Have mercy on us, for we are lonely and poor.” We urgently need “Apostles of Purgatory” or, if you will, “Purgatory Busters” to speak of them, pray for them, and plead
their cause. Be their liberators! We have a unique opportunity to be their voices and echo their cries. If we could see
the power of our sacrifices and the Masses offered for the Holy Souls, we would devote ourselves with such earnestness that the whole world would raise their eyes and take notice and would believe.
What have we learned from the saints? We know there is a profound communion between the living and the dead.
We know there are no borders between us and those who have gone before us. We know the power and great efficacy of our intercessory prayers. We know the path. Are we ready to begin the journey?
The saints’ journeys are tied together to assist us with a devotion full of fervour and zeal for the Holy Souls in Purgatory — a fervour to be passed on to all future generations, to fulfil our duty as Christians, to honour the memory of
the dead, to offer prayers and suffrages for them, and to become holy as the saints are holy.
Special devotional prayers and practices for the various seasons of the year will give you the opportunity to imitate
the saints and the charity of God. Reflecting on the deceased every day as a perpetual remembrance brings relief for
those beloved souls in purgatory. The fruit of purgatory is purification. The remembrance of purgatorial souls will spur
us to avoid sin at all costs; and we will bring glory to God, for heaven will be opened to a multitude of souls.
So it is from us alone that the Holy Souls in Purgatory expect relief, help, and the termination of their sufferings. We
are their only resource. We alone are their deliverers, for we alone can suffer with merit and release them. Heaven
encourages them; we deliver them.
Choose a number of prayers and devotions, Time is of the essence. Use them. Winter devotions and practices






Mark your calendar throughout the year for special dates as a reminder to pray for your dearly departed loved
ones.
Offer Masses year-round for living and deceased family members and friends.
Create a family tree and offer Masses (30 Masses for a departed soul) for your parents, grandparents, etc., to
the fourth generation. This is very potent and brings many graces.
Pray for 15 minutes before and after Mass in thanksgiving to Jesus and for all your ancestors who have gone
before you. We would not be here if it were not for the sacrifices they made for us.
Fast on Fridays in honour of our Lord’s Passion. Implement different kinds of fasting such as “fasting” from gossiping, giving in to idle curiosity, complaining, criticizing, watching TV, drinking alcohol, smoking, or other activities that give one pleasure.

Prayer for a friend who died suddenly
Lord,
When he died, it was a terrible accident.
His life was taken in less than a heartbeat.
He had no time, to reflect or call out to you.

Lord, all things are possible to you.
At that time, when there was no time,
Give him time, to call out to you for one last time.
That he will be with you forever.
Amen
9

Pope Francis - Thoughts
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St Elizabeth’s
St. Elizabeth’s Celebrate the New Millennium.
Summer 2000 (One thing led to another!)
A Millennium Lunch, arranged mostly by Ken and Elena Pike and some other very able helpers, was held at the Cookham Dean Village Hall one Sunday in May. It was very well attended by about 60 people mainly from St. Elizabeth’s.
We all enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon, good food, good drink and good company, with all the expensive things in
life to enjoy. There is nothing to beat a good meal with good company, so, WELL DONE to all those who organised it!
The idea was that we sat with and talked to people we see each week in church but don’t speak to. Well it worked! I
can hold my end up in the talking stakes, but at times it was a job to get out of the starting gate. There were six people
on the table where I was seated and being a church lunch, naturally the talk came round to religion and the ways of
the Church. It was then that the starting gate flew open and I was out and running. I said I think the reason a lot of
youngsters cum teenagers stop coming to church is for confessional reasons. This led to a lady saying that although
she had lived in England a number of years, she originally came from Switzerland. She agreed with what I had said, and
added that it would be better to have confession as they did in her country. There, when you want confession, you
take a small sheet of paper from the church and on it are all the sins you are likely to have committed. You then mark
the ones that concern you and when you go to confession, you hand it to the priest, who may say a few words about it
and then, from a lighted candle, burns the paper in a metal waste bin. You don’t need to say anything. He then gives
you absolution. This seemed to me to say that’s the end of them, go out and try to do better.
John Webb St. Elizabeth ‘s

ST. ELIZABETH’S MILLENNIUM PROJECT
Earlier in the year 2,000, after much consultation and discussion, the parishioners who often worship at St. Elizabeth’s
decided that their millennium project would be the provision of new toilet facilities and a re-organisation of the anteroom just outside the main body of the Church. A number of different schemes were proposed, but eventually it was
decided that the best value for money would be to build the new facility on the west side of the ante-room and to relay out the coffee making facilities. I am pleased to report that the work is now all finished to our great satisfaction.
The toilet can be used by the handicapped people and will readily take wheelchairs. It also has a drop-down board on
one of the walls to help mothers, if necessary, to change their children’s nappies. Most importantly, the facility is discreet and there is no longer any need for parishioners to walk outside the church whatever the weather to the rather
awkward —to-find existing arrangements. The long debates as to how the new facility should work and what should
be provided have paid off. I have not heard any criticism of the work to date, and although the project could be
classed mundane it has already brought pleasure and relief (!!) to long suffering parishioners and children. We urge all
parishioners to come and visit the new facilities. In anticipation of a hugely increased traffic flow we have built in two
collection boxes into the wall. All donations (financial ones!) will be greatly appreciated and will go towards the next
millennium project’1 Peter Macieiinski.
The funding for this project came from St. Joseph Parish Millennium Fund.
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St Anthony
Anthony is one of the most popular saints in the Church. He is the

pa-

tron of lost things and numerous other causes. In Brazil, he is considered a general of the army; he is the patron of the poor and has been

rec-

ognized as a wonderworker from the moment of his death.
He was born in Portugal and entered the Augustinian monastery of Sao
Vicente in Lisbon when he was fifteen. When news of the Franciscan
martyrs in Morocco reached him, he joined the Franciscans at Coim-

bra.

At his own request, he was sent as a missionary to Morocco, but he

be-

came ill, and on his return journey his boat was driven off course and

h e

landed in Sicily. He took part in St. Francis' famous Chapter of Mats

i n

1221 and was assigned to the Franciscan province of Romagna.
He became a preacher by accident. When a scheduled preacher did not
show up for an ordination ceremony at Forli, the Franciscan superior told Anthony to go into the pulpit. His eloquence stirred everyone, and he was assigned to preach throughout northern Italy. Because of his success in converting heretics, he was called the
"Hammer of Heretics" and because of his learning, St. Francis himself appointed him a teacher of theology. St. Anthony of Padua
was such a forceful preacher that shops closed when he came to town, and people stayed all night in church to be present for his
sermons. He became associated with Padua because he made this city his residence and the center of his great preaching mission.
After a series of Lenten sermons in 1231, Anthony's strength gave out and he went into seclusion at Camposanpiero but soon had to
be carried back to Padua. He did not reach the city but was taken to the Poor Clare convent at Arcella, where he died. He was thirtysix years old, and the whole city of Padua turned out in mourning for his passing.
He was canonized within a year of his death and was declared a Doctor of the Church by Pope Pius XII in 1946.
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O glorious St. Joseph,
you were chosen by God to be the foster father of Jesus, the most pure spouse of Mary ever Virgin, and the
head of the holy family. You have been chosen by
Christ's Vicar as the heavenly patron and protector of
the Church founded by Christ. Therefore it is with
great confidence that I implore your powerful assistance for the whole Church on earth. Protect in a special manner, with true fatherly love, the Pope and all
bishops and priests in communion with the See of Peter. Be the protector of all who labor for souls amid the trials and tribulations of this
life, and grant that all peoples of the world may follow Christ and the Church He
founded.
Dear St. Joseph, accept the offering of myself which I now make to you. I dedicate
myself to your service, that you may ever be my father, my protector, and my guide
in the way of salvation. Obtain for me great purity of heart and a fervent love for the
spiritual life. May all my actions, after your example, be directed to the greater glory
of God, in union with the divine Heart of Jesus, the immaculate heart of Mary, and
your own paternal heart.
Finally, pray for me that I may share in the peace and joy of your holy death.
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1914 - 2014
The 25th May 2014 was the celebration of a very important event at St Joseph’s -exactly 100 years ago
the church was Consecrated and officially re-opened.

The design of the church was an early work of Leonard Stokes and the first part was built in 1884. Only
the nave was completed at the time so as not to burden the Parish with debt.

In 1913 Mr Stokes, by then a prominent architect and President of RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects), was asked to revisit his design. Thanks to a number of very generous benefactors, including the
Coleman and Outram families, the church was extended. A raised Sanctuary and Transept with the two
side altars and a tower topped by a spire were built.

The Rite of Consecration was performed when the church was completely finished and clear of debt in
1914. There were very comprehensive reports in the local paper at the time which gave detailed accounts of the solemn and beautiful ceremony on 25th May 1914 and the official re-opening of the church
the following day which was followed by a public luncheon.

In the following pages you will find a brief history of St Joseph’s showing the development of the church
and some of the people who were involved.
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St Joseph’s Church
1888 - 2014

This is the original design for St Joseph’s
The design of the church was an early work of Leonard Stokes
and the first part was built in 1884. Only the nave was completed
at the time so as not to burden the Parish with debt.
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This is a photograph taken in 1888 of the completed church from the other side of the Cookham Road .
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The exterior of the church as it appeared between 1884 and 1913. After 1913 the tower was added at the
side and the raised Sanctuary and side altars added internally.

1914 - 2014
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The Sanctuary as it appeared between 1884 and 1913. It was at the end of the nave, at the same level as
the pews. There are two small altars with statues to the Sacred Heart & Our Lady either side of the High
Altar. If you look at the photograph below you can see that the main altar lines up with the last main window. If you look hard today you can just trace the join on the wall past the windows.
The extension in 1913 pushed the wall back to allow for today’s raised Sanctuary and side altars to Sacred
Heart & Our Lady.
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The foundations for the 1913 extension. The lady in the
white dress is believed to be Miss Emily Coleman

The start of the
1913 extension
of the church.
The old Presbytery was built
in

1891

and

demolished in
1984 to make
way

for

the

present Parish
Centre
20

In 1914 Mr Stokes, by then a prominent architect and President of
RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects), was asked to revisit his
design. Thanks to a number of very generous benefactors, including
the Coleman and Outram families, the church was extended. A raised
Sanctuary and Transept with two side altars and a tower topped by a
spire were built by local builders Messrs J.K. Cooper and Sons Ltd.

1914 - 2014
21

The completed extension
and tower in 1914, seen
from the north, a view almost now obliterated by
the Parish Centre built in
1985

The Rite of Consecration, in accord
with ancient custom, can only be performed when the church is completely
finished and clear of debt, hence the
delay until 1914. There were very comprehensive reports in
the Maidenhead Advertiser at the time so we have detailed
accounts of the solemn and beautiful ceremony on 25 th May
and the official re-opening of the church the following day
which was followed by a ‘public luncheon’ for 150 persons.
The ceremony was conducted by the Bishop of Portsmouth,
the Rt. Rev. Dr W.T. Cotter. The Bishop again officiated the
next day and the Preacher was the Benedictine, the Rt. Rev
Abbot Larkin D.D. of Douai Abbey. Nearly 30 priests assisted
at the Mass and the music was (of course) excellent.
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1914 - 2014

The church as it appeared from 1914 to 1966 when the modern extension to the south was built. It is
thought this photo was taken in the 1930s. Notice the strange shaped pillars on the low wall surrounding the
church. These were present on the 1888 photograph, making them around 126 years old.
23

The interior of the church after the extension and tower were built and Consecrated in 1914.
The original high altar was used until the new altar and reredos were installed in 1928.
Note the crucifix was attached to the rear wall at the time. The Stations of the Cross, statues
and priest’s chair are still in the church and being used today.

The interior of the church as
it is today. The only other
changes have been the renewal of the lighting and installation of the sound system, the addition of the aisle
carpet and the carpeting of
the Sanctuary (which is to be
removed and the original
flooring exposed
stored)

24

and

re-

The last extension to St Joseph’s took place in the 1960s and is a rather brutal addition to the South end of the church.
The church was lengthen to provide additional seating and choir loft. The original stained glass window and statues on
the South wall were replaced by a bland concrete and brick exterior which has already needed extensive repairs running into thousands of pounds.

1914 - 2014
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1914 - 2014
The People
Fr John Robertson – 1867-1868 First Priest of newly created Mission (we were Missions before Parishes), appointed by Archbishop of Southwark as it was before
Portsmouth Diocese was formed. He was ‘sponsored’ by
William Wilberforce, son of the William Wilberforce the
abolitionist who lived in Ives Place (St Ives Road, where
the Town Hall, Library are now).

Bishop John Vertue, Bishop of Portsmouth from 1882-1900. First
Bishop of Portsmouth when the diocese was founded. He was Bishop
when the foundation stone was laid in 1881 and officiated when St
Joseph’s opened on 24th Dec 1884.
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Canon John Scannell – 1874-1885 raised the
money for the land and built first part of the
church in 1884

Canon Patrick Curtin – 1902-1935 raised the
money to extend the church in 1913 and oversaw the Consecration in 1914. Saw the old hall
built in 1920 as a Memorial Hall to Parishioners
who died in WWI. Great friend of the benefactors of the Parish, the Coleman Family.

These two men were both held in high esteem
by the people of Maidenhead, not just Parishioners.
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This is Canon John Doran Parish Priest 1944-1945. One of his family with the same
name – Fr John Doran – assisted in the Parish for some years around 2006/7

In December we were given a photograph of a priest who it was thought had served
in Maidenhead. No one seemed to know who he was so when the exhibition for
the 120th anniversary of the opening of Saint Josephs was put up we included a
copy of the photograph with a plea for help.
Fr John Doran was delighted when he saw the picture and lost no time in letting us
know it was his uncle and namesake! According to the diocese, Canon John Doran
was in Maidenhead from 1944 to 1945 and we had wondered why his time you had
been so short? Now we know.
Extract from the Maidenhead Advertiser. December 1945.
"The death occurred suddenly at Saint Joseph's presbytery, Cookham Road on Thursday of the priest in charge, the Rev. Canon John Doran aged 63. He came to Maidenhead in January of this year from Portsmouth. The funeral took place at Saint
Josephs on Saturday morning.
Born in Ireland, canon Doran was educated at the Christian Brothers school in
Mitchelstown, County Cork and Saint Mary's College (now the Douai School) Woolhampton, Berkshire. He took his theological course at the Saint John's Seminary,
Wonersh Guildford.
After he was ordained priest at Portsmouth Cathedral he became assistant priest at
Southampton, Ventnor and Reading. Prior to going to Saint Joseph's, he was at
Copnor, Portsmouth. Canon Doran was a priest in charge of Saint Thomas of Canterbury, Newport, Isle of Wight and the Church of the Holy Cross, Eastleigh, Hampshire.
He was at one time Roman Catholic chaplain to Parkhurst and Camp Hill prisons.
He was made a canon of Portsmouth cathedral in 1943."
From the St joseph Parish Magazine 2005

This is Fr Richard George Davis. He was the fourth Parish Priest from
1871-74. With a financial contribution from William Wilberforce he got
the first Catholic School built in the town – on the corner of Forlease
Road and Bridge Street - in 1872. The school chapel was used for Mass
and other services, at the time it was thought more important to build
schools and educate the young in their religion. The building of
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churches came later.

Altar Servers’ Bulletin
September 1970
Did you know that in the 1970s St Joseph’s had some 80 Altar Servers? Organising them was a problem.
See the excerpt from the Altar Servers’ Bulletin (1970) below.
Because of the large number of the altar servers and the difficulty of selecting a suitable time for a meeting we decided to publish
a bulletin at regular intervals.
In this first issue we intend to print a complete list of servers. We also wish to call servers attention to poor standards of serving at
present, to the want of care in the sacristy and untidiness with regard to cassocks and cottas. While many boys cannot serve during the week there is a complete lack of interest among many who can do so.
Everyone must try to serve at the Benediction on Sundays at least once every five weeks. The teams we have had in the past have
not proved very successful so that we find it necessary to attempt a new division into five teams beginning on the 6th of September.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays there will be a serving practice for a new servers. Likewise on Saturday mornings. Practice on each
Tuesday and Thursday evening at 3.45pm, on Saturday mornings at 10.00am. Anyone who is not yet served at Benediction should
attend the Saturday morning session.
For those new recruits who have difficulty in finding a cassock and cotta to fit, can ask their mothers to apply for the material required and to fit and the loan of a pattern. We have a limited amount of material on hand at present.
YOUR CHIEF DUTY IS TO ASSIST THE PRIEST AT MASS BENEDICTION OR ANY OTHER SACRED FUNCTION BUT YOU MUST ALSO PREPARE FOR MASS AND TIDY UP AFTER MASS ANOTHER CEREMONIES.
YOU MUST KEEP THE ALTAR CLEAN AND THE SANCTUARY TIDY.
All booklets must be taken in which have been used by altar servers.
All kneeling mats replaced under chairs.
THE EXTINGUISHER SHOULD BE USED TO PUT OUT CANDLES. They should not be blown out, as the wax falls on the altar when you
do so.
NO LOUD TALKING, LOUD LAUGHING AND STILL LESS SHOUTING IN THE SACRISTY.
DURING MASS the congregation has the right to see you serve properly and with respect. YOU MUST KEEP YOUR HANDS JOINED,
KNEEL UP STRAIGHT AND GENUFLECT REVERENTLY (not as if you had rheumatism).
YOU MUST TREAT THE PEOPLE WHO COME INTO THE SACRISTY ALL MEET YOU IN THE CHURCH WITH COURTESY.
It is with regret that we learn that Mr. Joe Lucas may be leaving the parish in the near future. We shall miss his familiar form on
Sundays, especially at the 11.00 o'clock Mass. His departure will be a great loss to the parish and to the Altar Servers. We must
thank him for his many years of splendid service.
ALTAR SERVERS FOOTBALL LEAGUE is being set up in September including the parishes of Bracknell, Maidenhead, Windsor, Reading, Twyford. More later.
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Above is the list of Altar Servers from 1970. Below is the Sunday Mass Roster. Are you there? Or do you recognise any of the names. See the next page for a photograph of some of the Altar Servers from 1970.
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1914 - 2014
This photograph below was taken sometime around 1970 and shows just half of the 80 Altar Servers who
regularly served at Mass at St Joseph’s, St Elizabeth’s at Cookham and the St Joseph’s School in Maidenhead
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St Joseph’s Windows
St Joseph's Church has some of the finest stained glass windows in the country. Most of them are over 100
years old and were created by the best Glass Companies in the country. The windows are so much part of
the Church that it is easy to miss how beautiful they are.

This window shows the Virgin Mary and was made in
1912 as a memorial to Jessie Outram

This window was erected in 1917 shows St George and
is a memorial to the Freeman Family who’s son was
killed in action in 1915.
32

This window was made in 1907 by the firm of
Wilfred Hill and depicts Mary Magdalene and St
Francis. It is a memorial too Mr Charles EckersleyBell

This window shows the St Joseph and was made in
1912 as a memorial to Jessie Outram
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Parish Youth Activities
1st Maidenhead Brownies - From 2000
We have had a busy term with 19 Brownies gaining their world guiding badges. They had
to find out about Brownies in other countries, their promises and uniforms and flags. 15
Brownies also passed their collectors’ badge. We had many Beanie Babies, badges, magazines and dragons to look at as they displayed their collections.

We have just visited the Scout and Guide millennium camp for the day. There was plenty
of rain, mud and exciting activities. It was an enjoyable day.

The brownies have been busy writing poems prayers and word searches.
Dear Lord,
I pray for the poor and homeless. Let Mary our mother has a lovely month for it is hers. Thank you for
Brownies and all other clubs in the world. I pray for every one Amen
By Isabella Segarra (Age 9).

Dear Lord,
Thank you for looking after me when I am ill, happy or sad. For all the times you have looked after me,
thank you Lord. Amen.
By Olivia Vines (Age 8)

Dear God,
Thank you for the mums and dads brothers and sisters and friends. Help us to be more grateful for what
we get and to be kind to those we do not get on with. Amen.
By Katie Hall (Age 8)

Dear God
I promise I will be nice to others and put all my litter in the bin. I will help others when they fall over and
give plants water to grow. I would love animals and help for people to keep alive. Amen.
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Parish Youth Activities
19th Maidenhead Scout Group - From 2000
Our scout group is sponsored by both St Joseph’s and St Edmund Campion church. We meet
just around the corner from St Joseph’s church in our own premises in Holmanleaze behind
the Magnet.

Survival Exercise at Summer Camp 2000

- The boys made their own shelter (just behind them in the undergrowth), waterproofed with natural material of branches, bracken, moss and turf. They cooked rabbit which they first had to skin
and ate it with vegetables and salad leaves from the forest. They knew how to make nettle soup and purify water.

As you can see from the photos, the boys take part
in a wide variety of activities. The older boys would
like girls to join the troop but this would need a
female troop leader, particularly on camp. The boys
have volunteered to find a Lady Leader, but if they
can’t, do you know of a likely volunteer?

35

36

